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This week we will look specifically at Daniel Chapter 8 in its entirety. Remember 
for the last 24 weeks we have looked at how we as believers can prosper in a culture that 
is hostile to our faith. This happens not because of our worldly connections and power, 
but because of our relationship with Almighty God. From our passage today I would like 
to convey 2 main thoughts: first, God's Word, the Bible, is true and dependable to reveal 
truth to us, and secondly, we don't have to live through the coming tribulation if we are 
secure in Christ. 

We will move swiftly through what I believe are the obvious prophecies and we 
will spend some time this morning looking at the parallel between the Greek despot 
Antiochus Epiphanes and the Antichrist. Next week I will give a message specifically on 
the Tribulation, and I speak two weeks from this morning on what is called the Olivet 
Discourse found in Matthew Chapter 24 which concerns the end of times. If you want to 
hear the heart of what I have come to embrace concerning the end times of mankind's 
journey on the earth, you will not want to miss the next two Sundays. 


Before we dive into the text of Daniel Chapter 8, I want you to know that there 
are two distinct things that mark this chapter as the beginning of a second part of the 
Book of Daniel. One is that the Aramaic language is dropped and the rest of Daniel is 
written in Hebrew, the language of the Jews. Secondly, there is also a shift of thought 
and perspective in this second half of the Book of Daniel. The shift is one towards the 
Jews and Israel and how they will be involved in the end of the earth and the coming of 
Christ. 


Chapter 8 is an overview of the Medo-Persian and Greek Empires. Remember 
that the Medo-Persian empire is the second kingdom which was seen in 
Nebuchadnazzer's dream of the great statue back in Chapter 2. That chapter showed 5 
kingdoms or ages of man from man's perspsetive. Chapter 7 showed the same kingdoms 
of man from God's perspective. Medo-Persia is the silver Kingdom of chapter 2 
corresponding with the bear in chapter 7. 
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of bronze in Chapter 2 and it was seen 
by Daniel in Chapter 7 as a leopard. It 
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parts that the horrible Antiochus Ephiphanes arises. He is a foreshadowing of the 
Antichrist who will come at the end of the ages. 


Please stand as we read God's Word together. 


In the third year of the reign of Belshazzar the king a vision appeared to me, Daniel, 
subsequent to the one which appeared to me previously. 

I looked in the vision, and while I was looking I was in the citadel of Susa, which is in the 
province of Elam; and I looked in the vision and I myself was beside the Ulai Canal. 
Daniel 8:1-2 


PLEASE BE SEATED 

It is always important to remember that we are reading scripture that predates the 
actual event. The descriptions and detail are so precise that many scholars have tried to 
argue that the Book of Daniel was in fact written in the post-exilic period AFTER the 
events had happened. This is not the case. Principle 1: These events were put into the 
mind of Daniel BEFORE the events happened, and that is one thing that makes this book 
so incredibly amazing. They came to pass perfectly and exactly as predicted by scripture. 
This supports one them of today that the Bible is a trustworthy writing truly inspired by 
God. 

Based upon the Babylonian Chronicle which has been discovered by 
archaeologists, this vision happened twelve years before Belshazzar's fleshly feast. So 
Chapter 8 occurs a little more than a decade before the fall of Babylon & Belshazzar. 
Conservative scholars such as Walvoord, suggest that Daniel actually was only 
transported in his vision to Susa because it was 225 miles from Babylon and wasn't even 
a part of the Babylonian kingdom at this time. In any event, Daniel finds himself 
standing there at the edge of a canal.! 

The Ram With the Two Horns 


"Then I lifted my eyes and looked, and 
behold, a ram which had two horns was 
standing in front of the canal. Now the two 
horns were long, but one was longer than 
the other, with the longer one coming up 
last. 

I saw the ram butting westward, 
northward, and southward, and no other 
beasts could stand before him nor was 
there anyone to rescue from his power, but 
he did as he pleased and magnified 
himself. While I was observing, behold, a 
male goat was coming from the west over the surface of the whole earth without touching 
the ground; and the goat had a conspicuous horn between his eyes. He came up to the 
ram that had the two horns, which I had seen standing in front of the canal, and rushed at 
him in his mighty wrath. 

I saw him come beside the ram, and he was enraged at him; and he struck the ram and 
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shattered his two horns, and the ram had no strength to withstand him. So he hurled him 
to the ground and trampled on him, and there was none to rescue the ram from his power. 
Then the male goat magnified himself exceedingly. But as soon as he was mighty, the 
large horn was broken; and in its place there came up four conspicuous horns toward the 
four winds of heaven.” Daniel 8:3-8 


When a person knows the history of that time this is a very easy prophecy to decipher. 
Verse 20 actually tells us outright that the ram is the Medo-Persian Empire. What 
Daniel is seeing is the one horned goat (Greece-Alexander the Great) defeating the two 
horned ram (Medo-Persia) =} Principle 2: In Chapter 8 Daniel sees into the near future 
(350 years) and into the distant future (the time of the beginning of the tribulation) and he 
sees a character that will arise that foreshadows the antichrist himself. That person is 
Antiochus Ephiphanes. His friends called him "The Enlightened One", but the Jews 
made sport of him calling him Antiochus Epimanes meaning "Antiochus The Madman". 


Let us read on. (I will be dovetailing the meanings that are given by Gabriel in verses 20 
and following as I move verse by verse here.) 


9 Out of one of them came forth a rather small horn which grew exceedingly great 
toward the south, toward the east, and toward the Beautiful Land. 
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will arise from his nation, 
although not with his power." 
When Alexander died of 
alcoholism at the age of 31, he 
had no succession plan, and four 
of his generals took over the four 
parts of his kingdom. Those 
generals were: Cassander, 


$ o Mim Ptolemy, Antigonus, and 
Arataa Seleucus. The "broken horn" is 


Antiochus Epiphanes who expanded his rule down into Egypt and into that "beautiful 
land" which is nothing less than the land of Israel in general and Jerusalem in particular. 
Not the orange area in the map above to see the geographical extent of Antiochus' rule. 


10 It grew up to the host of heaven and caused some of the host and some of the stars 
to fall to the earth, and it trampled them down. 


The term “host” (sabd ’) means “army” but frequently is used figuratively to designate the 
angelic servants of God (1 Kings 22:19) and the celestial bodies (Deut 4:19). While the 
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term here refers directly to the stars, it is as they symbolize the saints (interpreted in v. 
24) as shining lights or glorious ones (cf. 12:3). This king (the little horn) will become so 
arrogant that he is willing to assert himself against the saints of God and God himself. 


11 It even magnified itself to be equal with the Commander of the host; and it 
He removed the regular sacrifice from Him, and the place of His sanctuary was 
thrown down. 

12 Andon account of transgression the host will be given over to the horn along with 
the regular sacrifice; and it will fling truth to the ground and perform its will and 
prosper. 


> Principle 3: Antiochus outlawed the Jewish faith for all purposes. He suspended all 
sacrifices and he desecrated the temple causing pigs to be slaughtered there and he forced 
the High Priest and the Jewish people to eat the sacrifices. The preciseness of this 
prophecy again assures us that the Bible is true and trustworthy. It happened in history 
EXACTLY like Daniel had seen it in his vision. 


13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to that particular one 
who was speaking, “How long will the vision about the regular sacrifice apply, 
while the transgression causes horror, so as to allow both the holy place and the 
host to be trampled?” 

14 He said to me, “For 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the holy place will be 
properly restored." 


There are many conflicting views on the counting of these 2300 evenings and 
mornings. You will remember such Jewish methods of counting are referred to in Noah's 
40 days and 40 nights referred to in Genesis. The case for the 2,300-day view is quite 
conclusive now among scholars. This is the time from Antiochus’ desecration of the 
temple on December 16, 167 B.C. to the refurbishing and restoration of the temple by 
Yehuda Ha-Makabi "Judas the Sledghammer" in late 164 and on into 163 B.C. when all 
the Jewish sacrifices were fully restored and religious independence was gained once 
again for Judah. Whichever interpretation it is that one accepts, the figure of 2,300 was a 
literal one and that exact time period was fulfilled. Psalm 19:7-10 tells us, "7 The law of 
the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple. 8 The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 9 The fear of the Lord is 
clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: 
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb." 


Verse 15 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought to understand it; and behold, 
standing before me was one who looked like a man. 
16 And I heard the voice of a man between the banks of Ulai, and he called out and 
said, “Gabriel, give this man an understanding of the vision.” 
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17 So he came near to where I was standing, and when he came I was frightened and 
fell on my face; but he said to me, “Son of man, understand that the vision 
pertains to the time of the end.” 
18 Now while he was talking with me, I sank into a deep sleep with my face to the 
ground; but he touched me and made me stand upright. 
19 He said, “Behold, I am going to let you know what will occur at the final period 
of the indignation, for it pertains to the appointed time of the end. 
23 “Inthe latter period of their rule, When the transgressors have run their course, 

A king will arise, Insolent and skilled in intrigue. 
Daniel was being given a gift by the Holy Spirit. He was given a glimpse into the end of 
all of the ages. (Gabriel now gives him details) 


“In the latter period of their rule, When the transgressors have run their course, 
A king will arise, Insolent and skilled in intrigue. 
24 “His power will be mighty, but not by his own power, 
And he will destroy to an extraordinary degree 
And prosper and perform his will; 
He will destroy mighty men and the holy people. 
25 “And through his shrewdness 
He will cause deceit to succeed by his influence; 
And he will magnify himself in his heart, 
And he will destroy many while they are at ease. 
He will even oppose the Prince of princes, 
But he will be broken without human agency. 
26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings 
Which has been told is true; But keep the vision secret, 
For it pertains to many days in the future.” 
27 Then I, Daniel, was exhausted and sick for days. Then I got up again and carried 
on the king’s business; but I was astounded at the vision, and there was none to 
explain it.* 


=> Principles:4 (1-7) We can learn certain facts from Antiochus's life about the 
forthcoming desecrator, the antichrist: (1) He will achieve great power by subduing 
others (v. 24). (2) He will rise to power by promising false security (v. 25). (3) He will be 
intelligent and persuasive (v. 23). (4) He will be controlled by another (v. 24), that is, 
Satan. (5) He will be an adversary of Israel and subjugate Israel to his authority (vv. 24— 
25). (6) He will rise up in opposition to the Prince of princes, the Lord Jesus Christ (v. 
25). (7) His rule will be terminated by divine judgment (v. 25). So it may be concluded 
that there is a dual reference in this striking prophecy. It reveals Israel’s history under the 
Seleucids and particularly under Antiochus during the time of Greek domination, but it 
also looks forward to Israel’s experiences under Antichrist, whom Antiochus 
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foreshadows.’ 


8:26. Daniel was told to seal up the vision in the sense of concluding it, not in the 
sense of keeping it secret, because it needed to be preserved for the future. He kept it in 
his mind and later preserved it in writing when he wrote it down under the Holy Spirit’s 
inspiration.° 


=> So friend, how does this apply to you? God is once again showing you and me this 
morning that His Word is true and can be trusted and He is telling you that you don't have 
to live through this misery to come. The prophecies that were seen in the vision have 
come true in Antiochus and will be repeated when the Antichrist is in power on earth. 


So how do you avoid the wrath of God? How do you 
dodge the Tribulation. Be here next week and don't 
miss the details. You know in 2 Cor 5:21, the Apostle 
Paul tells us that "He that knew no sin was made sin 
for us so that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him." 


Realize today that His word is true, and that 
shutterst.ck Jesus is your only hope. Thank Him this morning for 
the gift of the Bible which is true, righteous, trustworthy and is more to be desired than 
gold.... yeah than much find gold, and it is sweeter also than honey and the honey comb. 
If you do not know him this morning, I urge you to call upon Him and Him alone for 
your salvation for we know that "Whosoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." Romans 10:13 


Let us pray. 


Faber McMullen currently serves as the Pastor of Union Grove Baptist Church - 
Whitehall. This community of faith is one of the oldest in the State of Texas with evidence 
dating back to 1844. You may correspond with Pastor McMullen at email: 
uniongrove362@gmail.com or 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868 
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